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From the Editor, Norm Schmidt: 

The Board met via zoom in on Sept. 

15 and decided that due to the 

resurgence of the Covid Delta variant 

coupled with the mystifying lack of an 

understanding of the science of 

vaccination by a strangely stubborn 

segment of our population, we 

decided to once again cancel our Fall 

Conference.  

Even if we required masks and proof 

of vaccination or a negative test 

result it was clear that very few were 

willing to attend. The suspicion that 

even vaxed folks might carry the 

virus and pass it along is simply too 

great.  

The other option we considered was 

to do a virtual conference but there 

was little interest in zooming any 

more often than necessary 

We begin to wonder about the reason 

for our existence if we cannot provide 

opportunities for our membership to 

gather and network. We have always 

felt that providing an opportunity for 

our local science educators to 

present their best lessons or ideas 

would be a first step in allowing them 

to gain the confidence and feedback 

to take their presentations to the 

state (SECO) and national level 

(NSTA or any of the subject specific 

major conferences such as NABT).  

But there are additional benefits that 

CRCST provides to the science 

community. We were a founding 

organization for our state science 

council (SECO – Science Council of 

Ohio) in the 1970’s. We are 

guaranteed a seat on their board of 

directors – CRCST board member 

John Fellenstein currently occupies 

that seat. We are an Associated 

Group of the National Science 

Teaching Association and have had 

two of our members rise to become 

president of NSTA. Bill Badders was 

the most recent CRCST member to 

rise to president of NSTA in 2013. 

CRCST helps judge the 7 & 8 grade 

science projects at the Northeast 

Ohio Science and Engineering Fair. 

We provide cash prizes for the most 

creative projects through our judging. 

The CRCST FALL 

CONFERENCE has 

been canceled. 
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We also provide money for 

scholarships awarded by the 

Cleveland Technical Societies 

Council (CTSC) for the top 

graduating science or mathematics 

students. We have also been a 

longtime member of that society and 

have a seat on their board of 

governors. Currently the CTSC 

president is our own CRCST board 

member, Gavin Custer. 

We advocate for science education K 

– 16 and when the religious 

community decides that their faith 

doctrines should be granted time in 

the science classroom, we engage in 

letter writing to our state leadership. 

Keeping ideas like creationism and 

intelligent design out of our science 

classrooms is very important. 

I hope you keep these in mind and 

encourage your colleagues to join our 

council. Without the benefit of a fall 

conference for the last two years we 

certainly have had trouble recruiting 

new members and reminding current 

members to rejoin. I am including a 

membership form with this newsletter 

so please consider rejoining. If you 

would like to be involved in the 

leadership of CRCST we have room 

on the board, simply let us know 

nschmidt@jcu.edu . 

 

Information on the Climate 

Superstars Challenge:  

Presented by NEEF, Samsung, and 

the EPA’s ENERGY STAR® 

program, the Climate Superstars 

Challenge is an online eco-challenge 

exclusively for middle school 

classrooms (grades 6-8) that teaches 

students about the environment and 

how they can take an active role in 

caring for its future. The Climate 

Superstars program fits into both 

virtual and in-person classroom 

environments, providing additional 

flexibility for teachers, students, and 

their families.  

The 2021 Climate Superstars 

Challenge will take place from 

October 1 to October 31. Building on 

the success of last year’s program, 

this friendly competition will 

encourage students across the 

country to collaborate with their 

classmates as they complete short, 

daily activities designed to be 

educational, engaging, and action-

oriented.   

Each Climate Superstars learning 

activity, or task, aligns with Next 

Generation Science Standards 

(NGSS) and covers topics such as 

where energy comes from, why 

energy conservation is important, and 

how the use of clean, green power 

can contribute to a healthier climate. 

Classrooms that complete at least 

seven of the tasks by midnight on 

October 31 will be entered into a 

drawing for a $5,000 e-voucher for 

Samsung products. Three 

mailto:nschmidt@jcu.edu
https://www.neefusa.org/education/climate-superstars
https://www.neefusa.org/education/climate-superstars
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classrooms will be awarded.  

  

"Teach. Play. Win. Be a Climate 

Superstar This October!  

Think your students have what it 

takes to tackle the 2021 Climate 

Superstars Challenge? This online 

environmental challenge is 

comprised of short tasks that get kids 

excited about the environment 

and teaches them the value of 

collaboration. Plus, if your classroom 

completes at least 7 out of 10 tasks, 

you'll have the chance to win 

a $5,000 e-voucher for Samsung 

products!  

Who Can Enter?  

US middle school teachers (grades 

6-8).  

How Does it Work?  

Register your class online and visit 

the Climate Superstars portal during 

the contest period to access tasks 

and record your activities.  

What Are Tasks?  

Tasks are short learning activities, 

roughly 15-20 minutes each, and 

may include taking a quiz about 

energy use or answering questions 

about local climate.  

How Do I Win?  

You will earn one point for each 

completed task. Classrooms that 

earn at least 7 points by midnight on 

October 31 will be entered into a 

drawing for a $5,000 e-voucher for 

Samsung products. Three 

classrooms will be awarded.   

  

Why Should I Enter?   

Participation in the Climate 

Superstars Challenge is free! All 

tasks can be performed virtually or in 

person, align with Next Generation 

Science Standards (NGSS) and 

many common science themes, and 

require no additional materials.  

  

Important dates:  

• Registration – Open Now!  

• Contest Start – October 1  

• Contest End – October 31  

• Winners Announced – 

November 10  

Sign up today to receive your free 

Educators Guide with suggestions 

of how to include tasks into lesson 

plans, tools to explore topics further, 

and more! To get started, 

visit www.neefusa.org/climatesuperst

ars."  

 

http://www.neefusa.org/climatesuperstars
http://www.neefusa.org/climatesuperstars
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Once a set of words seizes you 

Find the tiny room to live in 

Return there every hour 

Check on your roommates 

The wasp 

The moth 

The ladybug 

The dragonfly 

Who has a suitcase 

Blessed bumblebee 

Who snores 

Weary ant 

Who needs room service 

Firefly 

We have not loved you enough 

Precious denominators 

Essential elements 

Of a whole gorgeous meadow 

A park 

A desert 

Royal families of the ground & air 

Stay here 

Stick around 

All the keys 

Are on your ring 

100% B.S. – The plastic bottle 

industry has been lying to consumers 

for years., telling them that their 

bottles are “100% recyclable.” In fact, 

the US recycling system can handle 

only a quarter of the more than 100 

billion bottles the industry produces 

each year. The Sierra Club and a 

group of California consumers are 

taking the bottlers to court to stop the 

lies. Read more:  www.sc.org/bottle-

bs   

Watch Family, a beautiful three-

minute film about the deep cultural 

connection between wolves and 

Indigenous people – with an appeal 

to Interior Secretary Deb Haaland to 

restore wolf protections under the 

Endangered Species Act: 

www.bit.ly/family-wolves  .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United States 

has a total of seven 

offshore wind 

turbines.       

Europe has 5,400. 

 

http://www.sc.org/bottle-bs
http://www.sc.org/bottle-bs
http://www.bit.ly/family-wolves
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CRCST Membership Form 
Please circle your choice 

                               1 year CRCST Membership       $15 

2 year CRCST Membership        $30 

3 year CRCST Membership        $45 

4 year CRCST Membership        $55 

Additional Donation    ________ 

 

Name ___________________________ H Phone (       ) ______________ 

 

H Address______________________/__________________/_________ 

                                                                            CITY                      ZIP  

E-Mail _____________________________________________________ 

                                        (please print neatly) 

School/Work ______________________ S/W Phone (       ) ____________ 

 

S/W Address ___________________/___________________/__________                                      

                                                                              CITY                    ZIP     

 

I am interested in becoming involved in the leadership of CRCST   ____ 

 

Send check, made out to CRCST, to: Mark Waner, John Carroll University, 

Dept. of Chemistry, 1 John Carroll Blvd., University Heights, OH 44118 

 

Questions? Contact Norm Schmidt   216-961-1218   nschmidt@jcu.edu 


